Sibling relationships involving developmentally disabled people.
Forty-six sisters of moderately to profoundly developmentally disabled individuals completed questionnaires measuring qualitative aspects of their sibling relationships. In comparison to relationships with their nondisabled siblings, these relationships were described as less competitive and less intimate as well as different in nurturance, admiration, and domination patterns. Relationship scores were predicted, either independently or interactively, by sibling dependency, sibship constellation variables, the ages of subjects and their siblings, and living arrangements. Implications of these results were discussed as they pertain to various conceptualizations of sibling relationships and to future research.